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“I T could tell my ifi-vear-old self
bow my hfe turned out, 1°d never be-
lieve bim.” says 3y-ycar-old actor Joel
Kinnaman. Having grown up on the
south side of Stockholm to 2 Swedish
mather and an Amerivan facher, Kin-
numan’s meteoric - but far from sim-
phistic - rise to fame has seen the Euro~
pean actor helm feading roles in Emmy
Award-winning series Honse of Cards,
entically acelaimed crime drama The
Kitting and David Ayes's Snicide Squad.
Kinnaman’s mather, who was a thera-
pist. 1« accountable for his “ability to self
analyse™, while his father, who sought
refuge in Sweden after having spent five
years an the run in Lavs after deserting
the Victnam War, serves as a constant
soure of inspiration. “I'm develaping a
seript about my facher™s story.” he says.
Although Kinnaman attended an inter-
national schoal, he's reluctant 10 think
of himself a5 having had a privileged
upbringing. A small acting gig when he
svas 11-years-old would give Kinnaman
a taste for the eraft, but it wasi't enough
to keep s focus He soon fell in with
a bad crowd of people he describes as
“eareer eriminals”, but forcunately Kin-
naman’s thirst for discovery led him to
study abroad. Mis location? el Valle,
in Austin, Texas. After a year spent with
 host family in the deep southeastern
stburb, Kinniman returned to Sweden,
bat failed to graduate from high school.
Heading ta Norway, Kignaman tuok un
an abundance of odd jobs from sweep-
ing snow off of rooftops, runstruction
ad demlivon to bartending, Heading
back ro Sweden once again, Kinnaman
re-connected with acang and enrolled
at a theatre school in Malma. Kinnaman
made his fearure film debut in 2002, in
Ihe lavisible, in 200y he moved to the
US and 3 year later. upon the release
of Easy Mouey, Hollywood began to
take serivus notice of him. Now based
beachside in Los Angeles and co-signed
by mmumerable A-list actors and direc-
tors, Kinnaman's values and approach o
life are sull distinetly European.

You’re a dual citizen of both the US and
Sweden, in 2019 that pets you in an in-
feresting position. How does it feel?

I really feel both citizenships [o's im-
portant for me ta be Swedish and | ean't
sleny that 'm an American as well. 1 have
an emational vonnection tw both coun-
tries. [2's easy to be a functional society
in Sweden when yoo have ten million
pruple 1 a very hamogenous popula-
ton, The US has just under 335 million
penple.and iU's more like & continent than
a country so | sol feel like the US is a
beaunful mess. and it's a counery of con-
trast where vou can have the most liberal
prugressive people and the most reac-
aonary vonservative prople with erazies
an both sides and everyching at pnee

There's a lot happening politically-speak-
ing right now. Do you feel like you have
a social responsibility when it comes 1o
speaking out?
Fused to have x much clearer idea of
where Istood on the political spectium.
but now I'm nuch nore flind. I've be-
come much more of a centrist in many
ways, | grew up in Sweden in a very
strong state where there’s much mare op-
portunity for people wha come from the
lower classes to do a class migration, and
of course | see the structure af a Swedish
society with higher taxes, free educa-
tion, free healthcare and those chings of
course play into that but ar the same time
ook at the entreprencurial spirit of the
US and see real value in that too. In any
saciety where you can look in someane's
mauth and see il'they’re rich or poor, the
saciety has failed them,
What's your earliest memory of engaging
with fashion?
Probably sneakers. I've always loved a
great pair of sneakers and as boys run-
ning around on the playground and com-
paring your stuff. That was always a big
topic of conversation.
When you maved from Sweden ta 1.4 did
your style change?
It was more 2 matter of practicality than
a thaughtful shift. In Sweden U'm living
more city-oriented, seasonal lifestyle so
that requirec more pieces and layers. In
LA, it’s sunny and warm maost of the year
and I'live by a beach, so my wardrohe 1
seflective of that. 1 think of personal style
as having the confidence to wear what
feels true to you. Thar can change over
tinte, but it's authentic in the moment,
Who ate yorr go-to designers?
For red carpet, | like Dior, Ferragamo,
Valentino, Brioni, For mare casualwear |
like ACNE, APC and Common Projects.
I'm involved with a Swedish watch brand
called Card Edmond thac | love. Watches
are somethang I'll splarge on as they feel
timeless and are a solid invesument piece.
Tell me about your teenage years. I read
that you used 1o get into a lot of trouble.
T hung our with people that became ca-
reer criminals and luckily | got qur be-
fare it got serious, but that was definirely
an impactful time for me. 1 was drawn
to them hecause | could <ev people were
afraid of them, and 1 fele that power. and
being around them 1 felt powerful too.
And when people were afraid o me 1 felt
that power divectly and it was intoxicat-
ing and I ehink it compensaced for some
of the insecurities that I had.
What does being Enropean mean to you?
In a wealthy society there are certain
things char we absolutely should take for
granted like free healthcare, free educa
tion and free dental care. These things
should nor be negotiable: they should be
a human right. anything less is not dig-
nified for a wealthy sacicey. ’
Interview by Sunmva Larosi
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Shorts. LEVI'S

LINKE SEITE
Shirt, 5500€. und RED TAB, 55€.
Sharts, 2500€, Loafers.
CHURCH'S,
550€. Socken,

beides VERSACE
NIKE, 15€




