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Judgedonthebasisofonlyafirstfleetingglance,onecouldbecompelledtodescribePrada'sidentityasmanifestsimplicity.Theirintricateblurringof
linesbetweenseeminglyopposingconcepts,liketheacclaimedconvergenceofeleganceandsports-achievedinthe1990s-ispartofwhatpropelled
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Thesleekreinterpretationofa2000sarchivalsilhouettereturnsintimelessblackpatentleather,charmingsoftbrownsuedeandexcitingleopardprint.
Aversatiledesignthatachievesacontemporaryvision,whileemphasizingiconicdetailsallalong.
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It's all

gone

moon

shaped

Prada's Arqué bag combines contemporary

design, exacting craftsmanship and cross-

generational appeal, writes Lindsay Judge

W

henPrada'smoon-shapedArque
bagdebutedaspartofthebrand's
autumn/winter2023/24collection,
itwasdestinedtobecomeaclassic.

Twoseasonslaterandthatfatehasalmostcertainly
becomeareality.Withitsstrikingcrescent
silhouette,itsmoderndesignisanodetoPrada's
craftsmanshipandcreativityandtakesinspiration
fromtheMilanesedesigner'sarchivalCleohobo
bag,offeringacontemporaryreinterpretationofthis
classicdesign,makingitbothtimelessandinline
withcontemporarytrends.Pradahasalwaysbeen
synonymouswithinnovationandelegance,andthe
Arquébagistruetothatlineage.Itbringstogether
signaturedesignelementswithfreshnewdetails,
balancingtraditionandreinvention.
DesignedbyPrada'sco-creativedirectors,Miuccia

PradaandRafSimons,theArquéfirstdebuted
inSeptemberlastyearandhassincebecomea
must-haveaccessoryinPrada'scollection.Thebag
embodiestheduo'sabilitytocombineminimal
designwithhigh-fashionelegance.Itscrescentshape
andcompactformfeeldistinctlymodern,whileits
understateddesignpayshomagetothenostalgiaof

theearly2000s,particularlytheera'sloveforhobo
bags.Thisblendofnostalgiaandcontemporary
aestheticshasmadetheArquéacelebrityfavourite
andan"ItBag"oftheseason,aswellasproviding
endlessopportunitiesforreinventionwithaplayon
fabricsandcolourways.
Whileatfirstglance,theArqué'sdesignappears

minimalandsimple,acloserlookrevealsthe
extraordinarylevelofworkmanshipandtechnology
thatgoesintoitscreation.EachArquébagis
assembledatPrada'sScandiccifactoryinItaly,a
destinationforsomeoftheworld'smostadvanced
leathermanufacturingtechnologies.Here,state-
of-the-artinnovationiscombinedwiththeskillsof
highlyaccomplishedartisans,resultinginthebest
qualityproducts.
Atthebag'sheartisitsdistinctcrescentshape,

adesignchoicethatbalancestimelessappealand
contemporaryflair.Thissilhouetteisachieved
usingtwopreciselyshapedwoodenforms,which
serveasthefoundationfortheArqué'sstructure.
Acontrastingribalongthecurveaccentuatesits
geometricprecision,whilethecurvedshoulderstrap
-whichrunsalongtheentirelengthofthecrescent

- coherentlyintegratesintothedesign,creatinga
seamlessfinish.
TheArquemarriesminimalismwithluxury,

featuringasupplecalfleatherbodythatisboth
durableandrefinedandactsasastaplematerialin
Prada'sbagrepertoire.Inside,theliningismadeof
Nappaleather,whichisknownforitsultra-softfeel
andquality,creatingahigh-endandluxuriousfinish.
Prada'senamelledtrianglelogoisfastenedtothe
frontofthebag,andgold-finishedhardwareonthe
fasteningsandziplendatouchofglamour,ensuring
thebagisinstantlyrecognisablewhilemaintaining
thequietsophisticationthattheItalianhouseis
knownfor.
Inanodtoversatility,whichsomanycustomers

arelookingfortoday,theArquécomeswithtwo
adjustableandinterchangeablehandles,allowingit to
bestyledinseveralways.
Whetherwornasashoulderbagorcrossbody,it

adaptsseamlesslytothewearer'slifestyle,making
it theperfectaccessoryforeverythingfromdaytime
errandstoeveningevents.This,coupledwiththe
bag'sinstantlyeye-catchingdesign,makesit agood
investmentpiece.
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DESIGN

Prada has

introduced new

designs of the

Arqué for its

holiday collection

C

PRADA

ONLY
TIME

PRADA

Asthefestiveseasonapproaches,Pradahas
introducednewdesignsoftheArqueaspartofits
latestholidaycapsulecollection.Celebratingthe
joyofcomingtogether,thebrand'slimited-edition
offeringsreimaginetheeleganceofaholiday
wardrobewithunexpectedshapes,stylesand
colourwaysinready-to-wearpiecesandaccessories
forbothmenandwomen.
TheArquéispresentedinplayfulnewcoloursand

materials,includingarichbrownsuedeversion,a
cosybrownleatherdesignwithsoftshearlingtrim,a
vintage-inspirednaplakblackpatentleatherversion,
aswellasaneye-catchingpiecefeaturingleopard
print.Eachbagoffersanewtwistontheaccessory,
whilemaintainingitstimelessandinvestment-
worthyappeal.
Thefestivecapsulecollectionalsomarksthereturn

ofthePrada"Trick",arobotcharacterthatfirst
appeared20yearsagoaspartofthemen's2004
autumn/wintercollection.Thiswinter,theTrick
makesitscomebackinvariouswaysacrossthe
brand'scollection- includingasaplayfulbagcharm,
whichcanhelpaddasenseoffunandindividualityto
theArque'ssophistication.

Prada'sArquébagbrings
togethersignaturedesign
elementswithnewdetails,
managingthatfinebalance
betweentraditionand
reinvention
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